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The Prisons Handbook is the definitive annual guide to prisons in England & Wales that
has always won outstanding reviews for its sheer scale, clarity and dependability.
This fully updated 28th annual edition, with a foreword by James McEwen, the Director
General and Chief Executive Officer of His Majesty's Prison and Probation Service, has a
500+-page A–Z section of all prison establishments in England and Wales, based on the very
latest Independent Inspection and Monitoring Reports.
Eight further sections include a comprehensive 28-chapter Advice Section, authoritatively
spanning reception right through to release; a Directory of Organisations; a fully revised Legal
section compiled by expert prison law solicitors; analytical articles from a dozen prison
experts; summaries of all the latest Annual Reports from in-remit organisations; specific
further sections for prison Governors and staff; all the latest facts and figures; over 400
Parliamentary Questions on prisons in 2025–2026; details of all Deaths in Custody in the last
year; Awards and Prizes and much more too.

"Essential reading, provides a comprehensive understanding
of prisons and rightly sits in every prison library"
A M Y  R E E S ,  D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L  H M  P R I S O N  S E R V I C E  2 0 2 5

"The prison 'bible' for both prisoners and lawyers alike"
E D W A R D  F I T Z G E R A L D  K C ,  D O U G H T Y  S T R E E T  C H A M B E R S

"A tour-de-force through current penal policy and practice"
P R I S O N  S E R V I C E  J O U R N A L

"An incredible reference book.. I keep a copy in my top drawer
and refer to it frequently"
S I R  M A R T I N  N A R E Y ,  C E O  H M  P R I S O N  S E R V I C E

Mark Leech FRSA is the founder and former Chief Executive of the national charity, UNLOCK.
Prior to his release in 1995 he spent almost 20 years in 62 of Britain's prisons where his
experiences made him a passionate spokesman for penal reform - from his prison cell he wrote
regular feature articles on prisons for The Guardian newspaper. Mark has been Editor of The
Prisons Handbook since its first edition in 1995; in 2003 he also became its publisher. Mark is the
Editor of The Prison Oracle, the definitive prisons website; The Cell Companion, the #1 bestselling
annual guide to serving and surviving a prison sentence in England and Wales; Prison Law Index,
the acclaimed annual reference book on Prison Law, and Converse, for 20 years the national
monthly prisons newspaper. Today Mark lives with his family in beautiful Northern Thailand and,
outside of work, his interests are in aviation; Mark is a qualified helicopter pilot.
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